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This edition is a compilation of Japanese woodblock prints 
by Utagawa Kuniyoshi, produced between 1820 and 1861. 


This book presents major works 
of Utagawa Kuniyoshi made in 
triptychs — prints composed in 
order to be seen as three panels 
— depicting wars of Samurai 
armies and also, duels against 
mythological beings. 


He became one of the great- 
est innovators of the nineteenth 
century woodcuts by creating 
his own style through the abso- 
lute domination of the Musha-e, 
a genre that consisted of depic- 
tions of warriors from ancient 
myths, military literature, and 
contemporary novels, and whose 
focus was action, bringing to life 
scenes of epic battles and chal- 
lenges. 


The 100 triptychs have been 
carefully selected to entertain 
and show the readers the explo- 
sion of color, chaos and beauty 
of the scenes of the triptych, de- 
picted with an amazing creativ- 
ity by Utagawa Kuniyoshi. 
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The battle of Miidera Temple. 


(1820 — 1825) 


During the visit of Kiyomori to the Nunobiki Waterfall, 
the ghost of Akugenda Yoshihira strikes down Nanba Jiro. 


(1825) 


The storehouse of loyal retainers: The faithful Ronin withdraw to Takanawa. 
(1827) 


Yoshitsune executing his eight boat leap, cutting through a rudder 
and wooden shield that have been thrown at him. 


(1830) 
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Musashi Goro Sadayo striking Rokuro Kintsura with his fan before the latter's brother Masakado. 
(1833 — 1834) 


The defeat of the Evil Nine-Tailed Fox on Nasu moor in Shimotsuke Province. 
(1834) 


Yoshinaka’s first battle after raising his standard. 
(1834) 


The great battle of the Minato river on the 25th day of the fifth month, 1336. 
(1834) 


Struggle between Sanada-no-Yoichi Yoshihisa and Matano-no-Goro Kagehisa 
at the Battle of Ishibashiyama in 1180. 


(1835) 
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Ushiwakamaru kills the bandits at Akasaka Station. 
(1836) 


11 


The Soga brothers achieve their goal in the night attack in the foothills of Fuji 
on the 28th day of the fifth month, 1193. 


(1836) 
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Tarnetomo’s ship wrecked in a storm by a dragon in the clouds 
and a great fish with Tengu flying to the rescue. 


(1836) 
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On kite cliff at Ishibashiyama in Izu Province, 
Minamoto Yoritomo and his seven followers hide in a hollow tree. 


(1836) 
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Two valiant retainers of Kusunoki Masashige, Tsujikaze and Itamochi, 
capture Kazu-Uji alive at the battle of Fujii-Dera. 


(1836) 


15 


Battle scene from The Tale of the Eight Dogs. 


(1836 — 1837) 


16 


The fight on the roof of the Horyukaku, from The Tale of Eight Dogs. 
(1836 — 1837) 
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The battle of Kurikaradani. 
(1837 — 1838) 


The Earth Spider slain by Raiko’s retainers. 
(1838) 


19 


The forty-seven Retainers of En’ya Hangan make a night attack on their sworn enemy Kohno Moronao. 
(1839) 
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The ghosts of the Heike appear at Daimotsu Bay in Settsu Province. 
(1839 — 1841) 


21 


Lord Yoritomo’s hunting party assembles in the foothills of Mount Fuji. 
(1839 — 1841) 


22 


Yoshitsune has a signboard put up for the cherry tree at Suma-ga-Mori in Harima Province. 
(1839 — 1841) 
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Crossing the Sumida river on rafts. 
(1839 — 1841) 


24 


Kusunoki Masatsura (centre), stands on a cliff surrounded by his retainers, 
watching the massing of the Ashikaga troops and their ships under the opposite cliff. 


(1839 — 1841) 


25 


The great battle at the Uji river. 
(1839 — 1841) 


26 


The great battle between the Minamoto and the Taira at Yashima. 
(1839 — 1841) 


27 


Yoshitsune’s troops descending the cliff at Ichinotani. 
(1839 — 1841) 
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The battle of Ataka in Kaga Province, from The Rise and Fall of the Minamoto and Taira. 


(1839 — 1841) 
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The great battle in outer Hyogo at Minatogawa. 
(1842 — 1843) 


30 


Asahina Yoshihide’s fight with two crocodiles in the sea off Kamakura, 
watched by the Shogun Yoriiye and his nobles in boats. 


(1842 — 1843) 
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The highly skilled archer Yorimasa shooting the Nue. 
(1842 — 1843) 


32 


At the battle of Takadachi in Oshu Province, Yoshitsune and his retainers fight heroically. 
(1843) 


33 


Revenge at Igagoe. 
(1843) 


34 


Minamoto Yoritomo’s dedication ceremony for the Great Buddha. 
(1843 — 1847) 
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In the Western Sea, the diving women see the ghosts of the Heike Clan deep under the water. 
(1843 — 1847) 


36 


On the fifteenth day of the fifth month, the two generals Takeda Shingen and Uesugi Kenshin 
meet for peace talks at Kawanakajima. 


(1844) 
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The battle of Dan-no-Ura: Tenji no Tsubone, Shinchunagon Taira Tomomori and Sagami Goro. 
(1844) 


38 


Tametomo (left) sinking the foremost ship of Mochimitsu’s fleet with a single arrow. 
(1844) 
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Takiyasha the witch and the skeleton spectre. 
(1845) 


40 


The great batle at Kawanakajima in Shinano Province. 


(1845) 
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The battle of Kurikaradani. 
(1845) 


42 


In the great battle betwen the Minamoto and the Taira at Akama Bay in Nagato Province, 
the Taira Clan are utterly destroyed. 


(1845) 
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Sato Tadanobu standing at bay before his attackers with the Go board overturned. 
(1845) 


44 


The great battle at Kawanakajima in Shinano Province. 
(1845) 


45 


The great battle of Takeda Shingen and Uesugi Kenshin and their retainers at Kawanakajima. 
(1845) 
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Clearing Weather (Seiran): Miyamoto Musashi, from the series Selected Eight Views of Combat. 


(1846) 
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Flood the enemy. 


(1847) 


48 


The last stand of the Kusunoki at Shijonawate. 
(1847) 


49 
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The death of Yamamoto Kansuke at the battle of Kawanakajima on the 4th day of the 9th month, 1561. 
(1847 — 1848) 
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Ushiwakamaru, with the help of the Tengu, fights Benkei on Gojo Bridge. 
(1847 — 1850) 


51 


Having achieved their goal, the faithful Samurai withdraw to Sengoku Temple and assemble there. 
(1847 — 1850) 


52 


Sato Masakiyo defeats two drunken Ronin as fierce as tigers. 
(1847 — 1850) 


53 


Quarrel over a game of Go in the palace of Kamakura, 
between Kudo Suketsune and Sasaki Nobutsuna with Mount Fuji behind. 


(1847 — 1850) 


54 


Yasubei’s Revenge. 
(1847 — 1850) 


55 


Lord Minamoto Yoritomo’s hunting party at Mount Fuji. 
(1847 — 1850) 
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Doji Yoshiharu overthrowing a giant boar watched by warriors top right. 
(1847 — 1850) 


57 


The forty-seven Ronin crossing Ryogoku bridge after carrying out their revenge, 
Yuranosuke is bowing to a mounted official on the near side. 


(1847 — 1850) 
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The battle of Shizugamine. 
(1847 — 1850) 


59 


Lord Yoritomo’s hunt on Fuji plain in the fifth month of 1193. 
(1847 — 1852) 


60 


Yoshitsune’s leap (left) at the battle of Dan-no-Ura (1185), 
the imperial barge (center) and the other boats engaged (right). 


(1847 — 1852) 
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Archer and Shogun. 
(1849) 


62 


The Battle of Kojima Jubei Castle showing Sasaki Moritsuna and his troops fording the Inland Sea 
at sunrise, with rays of light streaking across the water, to attack the Taira at the castle, Bizen. 


(1849 — 1850) 
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Jo Shiro Nagamochi of Echigo Province, about to go to war for the Taira, sees an apparition in the sky. 
(1849 — 1852) 


64 


The great battle at Yashima. 
(1849 — 1852) 


65 


The ghosts of the Taira attack Yoshitsune in Daimotsu Bay. 
(1849 — 1852) 


66 


The quarrel about reversed oars at Daimotsu Bay. 
(1849 — 1852) 


67 


The battle of Ichinotani. 
(1849 — 1852) 


68 
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The battle of the Uji River. 


(1849 — 1852) 
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The vengeance at Iga pass. 
(1849 — 1852) 


70 


The great battle of Yashima. 


1852) 
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The former Emperor Sutoku from Sanuki sends his retainers to rescue Tametomo. 
(1851) 
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Lord Yoritomo’s Hunting Party 
(1851) 


73 


Soga brothers’ revenge for their father. 
(1851) 


74 


Minamoto Yorimitsu and his retainers attack the Shutendoji. 
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The great battle of Awazu plain. 
(1851 — 1852) 
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The loyal retainers achieve their goal. 
(1851 — 1852) 
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At the bottom of the sea in Daimotsu Bay. 
(1851 — 1852) 


78 


Prince Shotoku kills Mononobe-no-Moriya. 
(1852) 
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The scene of the night attack in the storehouse of loyal retainers. 
(1852) 
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The Wada rebellion: Yoshihide breaks down the Great Gate. 
(1852) 


81 


The great battle between Kai Province and Echigo Province at Kawanakajima. 
(1852) 
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The Tale of Shiraishi: the Revenge Scene. 
(1853) 


83 


The night attack on the Yamaki mansion, when Yoritomo first raised his banner. 
(1854) 
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In a valiant battle, Sato Tadanobu resists the forces of Yoshitoki. 
(1855) 
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The battle of Kawanakajima. 
(1855) 
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Kajiwara no Kagetoki directing the attack of the Uesugi troops at the battle of Kawanakajima. 
(1855) 
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A great battle between the Minamoto and the Taira. 
(1856) 
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The dolls of the loyal Samurai. 
(1856) 


89 


At the Ataka barrier in Kaga Province, Benkei saves his master. 
(1856) 


90 


Direct confrontation between the two generals at the battle of Kawanakajima. 
(1856) 


91 


Fierce combat at the battle of Kurikaradani. 
(1856) 
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The brave deed of breaking the water jars. 
(1856) 


93 


The great battle of the Uji river. 
(1856) 


94 


The battle of Dan-no-Ura. The clash between the Minamoto (Genji) Clans and the Heike (Taira) Clans 
happened in 3/24/1185 when the Taira were defeated by Yoshitsune. 


(1856) 


95 


The Wada rebellion: the ferocious courage and amazing strength of Asahina Saburo Yoshihide. 
(1857) 


96 


The great battle between Takeda and Uesugi at Kawanakajima. 
(1857) 


97 


Kagekiyo attempts to assassinate Yoritomo at the Great Buddha Hall of Tédai-ji Temple. 
(1858) 


98 


The grand wrestling match between Kawazo Saburo Sukeyasu and Matano Goro Kagehisa. 
In the background can be seen the first Kamakura Shogun Yoritomo and his entourage. 


(1858) 
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Miyamoto Musashi subdues a pack of wolves in the mountains of Hakone in Sagami Province, 
displaying his marvelous god-given Ability, and meets Sekiguchi for the first time. 


(1861) 


100 


The Story of Jiraiya, a Strange Tale of Revenge: Vengence at Shichiri-ga-Hama in Sagami Province. 
(1861) 


